Botanical touring with us in the Eastern Cape

- Cameron and Rhoda McMaster
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We have accompanied four Botanical tours in the Eastern Cape

2005 A group led by Tony Avent of Plants Delight Nursery,
North Carolina , USA

2006 A group led by Lauren & Scott Ogden of Texas, USA

2007 Two tours — the first with Mark and Karen Wash, Trecanna Nursery,
Cornwall, UK. - =

The second a tour IWIT Smlt of The Netherlands -

We covered all the major vegetation types in the East Cape from
Valley Thicket and Karoo/Namib vegetation to Alpine grassland
~and Sub-TropicaI coastal rora

~ The tours took place |n late January and early February the best
_:tlme for flowers in the Summer Ramfall Region
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2005 The Avent Party consisted of:

Tony Avent, Plants Delight Nursery, Raleigh, North Carolina
Carl Schoenfeld and Wade Roitsch, YuccaDo Nursery, Te (8
Hans Hansen, Shady Oaks Nursery, Minnesota '
Jim Dodson (a bestselling author) who wrote an
account of the tour in his recently published -
book “Beautiful Madness”. ',:;'J.'.';'ls

2006 Lauren’s Party consisted of:
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Lauren and Scott Ogden, Landscapers from Colorado/Texas

Dan Johnson, Curator Native Plants, Denver Botanic Gardens

Pat Kirwin, Landscaper from San Marcos, Texas

Laurel Voran and Jonathan Wright from Chanticleer Gardens,
Pennsylvania

Ellen Hornig of Seneca Hills Perennials, Oswego NY.
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Lauren’s Group
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THE 2007 PARTIES:

Mark and Karen Wash of the Trecanna Nursery,
Cornwall on a private mission to see Eucomis
and Crocosmia

The second tour:

Dan and Inge Smit, The Nether Rt RNy eRDaan

AN an _Di Ne Netherianas
Frank and Waltraud Herzfeld,
Germany

Chris Sanders, UK
Mike Watson and
Rick Shuttleworth, South Afrlc




We visited many special destifia Wswmi gﬁ_’fhe UsL
routes, staying on farms r all wllagesso
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Let’s go on a virtual tour of the Eastern Cape,

- Visiting the places where we stopped

-

- Looking at the plants and flowers we saw

Commando Dr;i_ft__ Dam,
Cradogk /¥ i /il




Addo Elephant Park near Port Elizabeth

Cyrtanthus clavatus was flowering profusely in January




Encephalartos Iehmannu

Aptoélmum procumbens (Karoo V|olet) Our hosts Alan & Judy Faldon
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Kaboega Private Game Reserve —

Valley Thicket
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Glen Avon Valley and Waainek Wild Flower Reserve,
Somerset East




Waainek Wild Flower Reserve

l mln'fo

IS

psula}f

1a Ca

Diasc

€,

Helichrys




The Waainek Reserve is home to three endemics

Kniphofia acraea

N '\manthus carneus (left) and

Dierama grandiflorum










A collection of fossils and San art;s.on\

display



Commando Drift Dam

Stapella glgantea
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** Sharp eyes spot many roadsi
treasures like this Brunsvigia near
Dordrecht



Woodcliffe and Maclear
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~ RockArt at Woodcliffe
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Wild flowers in the Maclear distritt
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On the Potberg Pass between Maclear and the famous Naude’s Neck which
scales the high southern Drakensberg mountains in the background.
Ominous weather this day caused us to alter
our programme
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Balloch — a guest farm in a private valley high in the
southern Drakensberg

A two night stay here includes hikes and 4 x 4 excursions as well as
great meals around the family dining table s
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Tiffendell — Alpine flora
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Tiffendell Ski Resort
2800m altitude




Tiffendell
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Hazards of mountaln storms - We got caught when descendlng 2

~ from T|ffendell to Rhodes and were held up for a few hours '”1
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Naude’s Neck — 2500m altitude

A botanical paradise

Dierama pauciflorum

Disa thodei . ;_, - 'Han(gy{_a ﬁ»axraxma‘ Romulea thodei  Romulea macowani
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Descending Naude’s Neck Pass
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Moonstone Magic Cycad Trail

Dierama atrum
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Carl with the endemic Encephalartos princeps
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Moonstone Magic Cycad Trail
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Moonstone Magic
Cycad Trail
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Moonstone Magic Cycad Trail

After a long hlke a very
- welcome picnic lunch
provided by our hos_t__s_ |

Pelargonlum renlforme |
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Thomas River

Encephalartos frederici-guilielmi
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Cathcart

stelma cathcart
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Amatola Mountains
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Amatola Forests

Home of therare | =
and endangered |« W o
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Kei Mouth

“—

Gloriosa superba
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Lalapanzi Forest hike near
Kei Mouth is a
fantastic experience
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Kap River Nature Reserve
near the mouth of the Great Fish River
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Near Grahamstown
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Ecca Pass Reserve — Succulent Thicket vegetation
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Sadly we now have to bid farewell to the Eastern Cape, but hopefully you
have been stimulated to pay us a visit
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